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Al-Mumeet - The Giver of Death

Introduction:

With the Covid-19 infection rate rapidly increasing on a daily basis, more and more people are
falling prey to despondency and the anxiety that they may also catch the deadly virus.

However, a believer remains calm and is not overwhelmed by anxiety, since he has firm conviction
that only Allah Ta‘ala gives death, and that too, exactly at its appointed time. Therefore, whilst he
will adopt reasonable permissible precautions to protect himself, he firmly believes that his death
can only come when his Allah has decreed it. Further, he is convinced that when the appointed
time arrives, no precautions can protect him from ‘catching the virus’ of death or distance him
from the Angel of Death. Allah Ta‘ala mentions,
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“Wherever you will be, death will overtake you, even though you are in fortified towers.”
Under the commentary of this verse, the famous commentator of the Quraan Majeed, Haafiz lbnu
Katheer (rahimahullah) mentions two thought provoking incidents highlighting the reality that

death is in the sovereign control of Allah Ta‘ala. It is He alone who chooses who lives and who
passes away, irrespective of the apparent circumstances.

You can Run, but You Can’t Hide:

There was a woman from one of the previous nations who had given birth to a girl. Shortly
thereafter, the woman instructed her worker to get her some fire. As he left the home, he came
across a man standing at the door of the house who asked him, “What has the woman given birth
to?” When the worker replied that she had given birth to a girl, the man said to him, “She will
commit adultery with one hundred men. Thereafter, she will marry their worker and eventually,
she will be killed by a spider.”

(Thinking that he could change what had already been destined,) the worker returned, split the
stomach of the girl open with a knife and fled, thinking that she had died. Her mother immediately
stitched the wound (and she survived). In time, her wound healed, and she grew up to become the
most beautiful woman in her town.

In the interim, the worker who had fled became very prosperous. Intending to get married, he
returned to his former town. There, he met an old woman and expressed his desire to marry the
most beautiful woman of the town. Accordingly, she informed him of a certain woman and even
proposed to her on his behalf. On receiving the proposal, the woman accepted and the marriage
was performed.

When the man set his eyes on his bride, he was infatuated by her beauty. As they got speaking, she
asked him about his life story. When he informed her about his past and the events that led to his
fleeing the town, she exclaimed that she was the very same girl and even showed him the scar. So
he said to her, “If you are really the girl that | had stabbed, then let me inform you of two things
which are inevitable; firstly, you have committed adultery with one hundred men.” In response she
said, “I have committed adultery, but | do not know with how many men.” He responded, “The
exact number is one hundred.” He continued, “As for the second thing, then it is that you will pass
away on account of a spider.” Nonetheless, in an attempt to protect her from the spider, he built a
high, strongly-fortified palace.

One day, he noticed a spider on the roof and pointed it out to her. She asked, “Is this the thing that
you are fearing upon me? By Allah! | will kill it myself.” They then dropped the spider from the roof
and she began to stamp on it until she killed it. However, while stamping on the spider, some of its
venom penetrated her foot, causing her to die soon thereafter.



Subhanallah! When the man attempted to kill her in her infancy, she survived against the odds.
Now, when he took all precautions and made every attempt to protect her from passing away,
death still overcame her.

In the Jaws of Death:

Conversely, Sayyiduna Khalid bin Waleed (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had an ardent desire to drink from
the goblet of martyrdom whilst on the battlefield. Hence, he would throw himself into the thick of
battle and fight where the combat was fiercest. However, he passed away a natural death.
Moments before passing away, he expressed his anguish saying, “lI had participated in so many
battles that there is not a single limb on my body without the scar of a wound inflicted by a sword
or spear. Yet, here | am, passing away on my bed.”

Then, as a lesson to this Ummah, reminding us that it is Allah Ta‘ala alone who decrees life and
death, Sayyiduna Khalid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) said, “May the eyes of the cowards (who fear that
they may die in battle) not get any sleep.”

Conclusion:

Whilst Islam does not advocate recklessness and neglecting to adopt reasonable means and
precautions, we should never behave as if we can escape infection and death by means of the
precautions that we are adopting. Our belief must be extremely clear — it is Allah Ta‘ala Alone Who
gives sickness and death, and a person can never escape the decree of Allah Ta‘ala.
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