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The Greatness of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum)

The Best were Chosen for The Best:

To appreciate the greatness of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), one must first understand Who selected
them. Their companionship of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was not a coincidence; rather, it was
the divine selection of Allah Ta‘ala.

Since Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is the best and choicest of Allah Ta‘ala’s creation, Allah Ta‘ala
selected only the very best for him, whether in regard to his family, wives, city, language, or any other matter.
Similarly, the companions chosen for him were the best of mankind after the Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam).
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has said,
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“Indeed, Allah has chosen me, and He has handpicked companions for me.” (Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#16350)

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) mentioned, “Allah looked into the hearts of His
servants and found the heart of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) to be the best of hearts from the
servants. He therefore chose him for Himself and entrusted him with His message. He thereafter looked into
the hearts of the servants after the heart of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and found the hearts of
his companions to be the best of hearts. Hence, He made them the supporters of His Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) who would fight for His Deen.”?

When the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) were personally selected by Allah Ta‘ala to be the companions
and helpers of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), it is inconceivable that a believer would harbour doubts
regarding them or speak ill of them.

Previous Divine Scriptures:
In fact, the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) were mentioned with some of their qualities in the Taurah and
Injeel, as Allah Ta‘ala declares in the Quraan Majeed:
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”Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is the messenger of Allah, and those who are with h/m are hard
on the disbelievers, compassionate on themselves; you will see them bowing down in rukoo’, prostrating in
sajdah, seeking grace from Allah and (His) pleasure. Their distinguishing feature is on their faces from the
effect of sajdah. This is their description in the Taurah; and their description in the Injeel is like a sown crop
that brings forth its shoot, then makes it strong, then it grows thick and stands straight on its stem, looking

good to the farmers, so that He may enrage the disbelievers through them. Allah has promised forgiveness
and a huge reward to those of them who believe and do good deeds.” (Surah Fath v29)
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Together with highlighting some of the outstanding qualities of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), this
aayah also describes how they grew from apparent weakness to strength, thereby enraging the disbelievers.
From this verse, Imaam Maalik (rahimahullah) deduces that the one who insults and reviles the Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum) is a disbeliever. On one occasion, mention was made of a person who reviles the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) in front of Imaam Maalik (rahimahullah). On hearing this, Imaam Maalik
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(rahimahullah) recited this verse and said, “Whoever possesses hatred in his heart for the companions of
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), this verse refers to him.”?

Imaan of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum):

A very sad reality is that there are people who cast aspersions on the imaan of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhum), whereas they possessed the highest levels of imaan. What greater testimony can there be to their
imaan than the fact that Allah Ta‘ala has made their imaan the very benchmark and criterion by which true
imaan is measured? Allah Ta‘ala says:
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“And when it is said to them, ‘Believe like the people (i.e. the Sahaabah [radhiyallahu ‘anhum]) have
believed’, they say, ‘Should we believe as the fools have believed?’ Beware, it is, in fact, they who are the
fools but they do not know.” (Surah Bagarah v13)

:\‘I,

The Quraan Majeed furthermore declares the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) to be the most deserving
recipients of imaan:
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“And He (i.e. Allah Ta‘ala) made them hold firm to the word of piety, and they were very much entitled to it
and competent for it. And Allah is All-Knowing about everything.” (Surah Fath v26)

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Huzaafah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu):

The following incident clearly illustrates the unshakable imaan of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum),
showing that neither the temptation of wealth nor the fear of death could cause them to compromise their
Deen.

During the khilaafah of Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Huzaafah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) joined an expedition sent against the Romans. During this expedition, however, he was
captured and taken prisoner by them.

The Romans brought him before their king and said, “This man is one of the companions of Muhammad
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam),” Realising that the man before him was a Sahaabi, the king wished to make him
a Christian. Hence, the king said to him, “Do you wish to become a Christian? If you do so, | will give you my
daughter in marriage make you a partner in my kingdom and authority.” However, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) rejected the king’s offer and retorted, “Even if you were to give me your entire kingdom,
and the entire kingdom of the Arabs in exchange for abandoning the Deen of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) for a single moment, | would never do so.”

The king then threatened him saying, “If you do not accept my offer, | will have you executed!” However,
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was resolute as a rock and replied, “Do as you please.”

The king thus issued orders for Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) to be tied to a cross. He then said
to the archers, “Fire your arrows close to his hands and legs (to frighten him).” As they fired their arrows
towards him, the king invited him to Christianity, but Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) still remained
resolute and steadfast upon his imaan.

When threatening him with arrows did not work, the king ordered his men to release Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) from the cross. Thereafter, the king instructed that a cauldron be brought and filled with
boiling water (or oil). The king then sent for two Muslim prisoners and had one cast into the boiling water (or
oil), all the while inviting Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) to Christianity. However, even when
confronted with this gruesome form of torture and death, he remained steadfast.

Finally, when the king ordered that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) be cast into the cauldron, he
began to cry. When the king was informed that he was crying, he assumed that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had finally weakened in his resolve. He therefore ordered that he be brought back and
once again invited him to embrace Christianity.

When Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhul) still refused, the king asked him, “(If your resolve remains
unchanged,) then why were you crying?” Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied, “The reason for
me weeping is that | reflected on the fact that | possess only a single life which is now about to be cast into
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the cauldron and will be lost. However, | wish that | had a life for every strand of hair on my body so that
each one of those lives could be thrown (into this cauldron) for the sake of Allah ‘Azza wa Jall!”

Hearing this, the king was impressed and said, “If you kiss my head, | will set you free.” Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) asked, “Together with all the Muslim captives?” The king replied, “I will set all the other
Muslim captives free as well.” Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) thought to himself, “This is an enemy
from the enemies of Allah. If kissing his head will release me and the Muslim captives, then there is no harm
in doing so.” He therefore went forward and kissed the king’s head. The king then honoured his promise,
releasing Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) and handing over the Muslim captives to him. Sayyiduna
‘Abdullah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) thereafter returned with the captives to Madeenah Munawwarah.

When Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was informed of what had transpired, he (was greatly pleased
and) remarked, “It is only appropriate that every Muslim should kiss the head of ‘Abdullah bin Huzaafah, and
| shall be the first to do so.” Thereupon, Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) stood up and kissed the head
of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Huzaafah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).?

A Comprehensive Narration:

Among the most comprehensive statements recorded regarding the virtues, lofty rank and outstanding
qualities of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) is the following narration of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin
Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).* In this remarkable statement, he highlights some of their outstanding
qualities and explains our duty towards them:

Role Models:
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“Whoever wishes to follow a path should follow the path of those who have passed on ... they are the
companions of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).”
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Greatest of this Ummah:
IRV Nty
“They were the best of this Ummah.”

The view of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa‘ah is that even the greatest wali (friend of Allah Ta‘ala) can never
attain the rank of the lowest Sahaabi. The following narrations further strengthen this point:

1. Sayyiduna ‘Imraan bin Husain (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) narrates that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
said, “The best of my Ummah is my era, then those who come after them, thereafter those who follow
them.””

2. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Zaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) said, “The mere participation of one of them (i.e. the
Sahaabah [radhiyallahu ‘anhum]) in a battle alongside Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), whereby his
face became covered with dust, is better than the lifetime of deeds of any one of you, even if he were granted
the lifespan of Nooh (‘alaihis salaam).”®
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3. On one occasion, the illustrious imaam, ‘Abdullah bin Mubaarak (rahimahullah), was asked, “Who is
superior: Mu‘aawiyah or ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil ‘Azeez?” He replied, “The dust (which settled) in the nostrils of
Mu‘aawiyah whilst accompanying Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is superior and better than ‘Umar
bin ‘Abdil ‘Azeez.”’

4. Someone once asked the great muhaddith, Mu‘aafaa bin ‘Imraan (rahimahullah), “O Abu Mas‘ood! Where
does ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil ‘Azeez stand in comparison to Mu‘aawiyah bin Abi Sufyaan?” Upon hearing this
guestion, Mu‘aafaa bin ‘Imraan (rahimahullah) became extremely upset and replied, “No one can ever be
compared to the companions of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! Mu‘aawiyah was his companion, his
brother-in-law, his scribe and the one he trusted with (recording) the wahi of Allah ‘Azza wa Jall.”®

Three Outstanding Qualities:
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“(They had) the most righteous hearts, (they were) the most well-versed in knowledge, and (they had) the
least formalities.”

Mulla ‘Ali Qaari (rahimahullah) explains that the phrase, ‘having the least formalities’ refers to two aspects:
1. In their actions: (At times,) they walked barefoot, performed salaah on the bare ground, ate from every
type of utensil and even drank from the leftover of others.

2. In their knowledge: They would only speak regarding matters that concerned them. They would say
regarding what they do not know, “I do not know”, and they would refer (people) to someone more
knowledgeable than themselves (when asked) to issue a fatwa.’

Unfortunately, this has become a major problem in our times. In Deeni matters, many people consider
themselves experts and feel at liberty to voice their own opinions, even when those opinions contradict the
verdicts of the great luminaries and Imaams of this Ummah.

Pioneers of Deen:
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“Allah chose them to accompany His Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and to establish His Deen.”

‘Allamah Zahabi (rahimahullah) explains that had it not been for the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), no part
of Deen would have reached us. We would have neither known the faraa-idh and sunan, nor would any of
the ahaadeeth of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) have reached us. Hence, whoever reviles or insults
them, has in reality, left Deen and the way of the Muslims.°

Let us take a simple example: Imagine there is a sky scraper, and someone says, “I like the entire building
except the ground floor. Therefore, | will demolish the ground floor and leave the rest of the building intact.”
It is obvious that this is impossible, for once the ground floor is demolished, the entire building will collapse.
This is precisely the case with our Deen. Once a person begins to doubt the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum),
the very foundation of his Deen is weakened. It is perhaps for this reason that some of the enemies of Islam
have made the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) the target of their abuse and insults, seeking thereby to
shake the edifice upon which our Deen stands.
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Recognising their Virtue and not Reviling Them:
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“So, recognise (and acknowledge) their virtue.”

On one occasion, Sayyiduna Mu‘aawiyah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) performed an act of ‘ibaadah differently from
the others. A slave of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) witnessed this and later
mentioned it to Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma). On hearing this, Sayyiduna
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) replied, “Leave him (and do not find fault with him)! For
indeed, he had been in the company of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).”*?

Through this statement, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) taught an extremely
important principle: a person who was blessed with the companionship of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) holds such an exalted rank that no one has the right to raise objections against him.

Imaam Ahmad bin Hambal (rahimahullah) said, “If you see someone speaking ill of the Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum), then be suspicious of his Islam.”12

Ahaadeeth regarding their Great Rank:

In numerous ahaadeeth, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) highlighted the lofty rank of the Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum) and exhorted the Ummah to recognise their position, honour them and refrain from
insulting or reviling them.
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Sayyiduna Abu Sa‘eed Khudri (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) reports that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said,
“Do not insult my companions. By the One in Whose control lies my soul, if one of you were to spend gold
equal to Mount Uhud, it would not equal (the reward of) a (single) mudd of one of them, nor half of it.”
(Sunan Abi Dawood #4658)
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Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) reports that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasal/am)
said, “Fear Allah! Fear Allah regarding my companions! Do not make them targets (of abuse) after me.
Whoever loves them, it is because of (his) love for me that he loves them, and whoever hates them, it is
because of (his) hatred for me that he hates them. Whoever harms them has indeed harmed me, and
whosoever harms me has indeed attempted to harm Allah. Whoever attempts to harm Allah, He (Allah
Ta‘ala) will soon take him to task.” (Sunan Tirmizi #3862)
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Sayyiduna ‘Uwaim bin Saa‘idah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) narrates that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
said, “Indeed, Allah chose me and selected companions for me. From among them, He has appointed
assistants, helpers and in-laws for me. Therefore, whosoever insults them, may the curse of Allah, the angels

and all mankind be upon him. Neither his obligatory deeds nor his voluntary deeds will be accepted.”
(Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid #16350)

Holding Firmly to their Ways:
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“Follow in their footsteps and hold firm to their character and way of life as much as poss:ble, for indeed
they were on the straight (path of) guidance.”
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People commonly adopt role models in life, either consciously or subconsciously. A person’s choice of a role
model is often reflected in his preferences, likes and dislikes, conduct, attitude, behaviour, dressing and
appearance. Only someone who possesses true values and inspires others towards those values is worthy of
being taken as a role model, for such qualities ultimately lead to true success. Unfortunately, however, the
reality today is often quite different. Many people choose as their role models those who lack even imaan,
let alone other values and noble qualities, such as modesty, respect and humility. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin
Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) therefore exhorts us to make the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) our role
models and to follow their noble example.

A similar statement has also been narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma).®

Beneficial and Inspiring Incident:

Ja’far As-Saa-igh (rahimahullah) narrates the following remarkable incident:

Among the neighbours of (Imaam) Ahmad bin Hambal (rahimahullah) was a man who was involved in sins,
acts of immorality and shameless behaviour. One day, the man came to the gathering of (Imaam) Ahmad
and greeted him with salaam. It seemed as though (Imaam) Ahmad did not return his greeting with a full
response (as he normally would have), and he became reserved towards him (since he was well known for
his sinful lifestyle).

The man (sensed Imaam Ahmad’s [rahimahullah] discomfort and) said, “O Abu ‘Abdillah! Why are you
uncomfortable in my presence? | have changed from the state in which you used to know me, because of a
dream that | saw.” (Imaam) Ahmad asked, “What dream did you see?”

The man replied, “l saw Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) in my dream. It seemed as though he was on an
elevated place while many people were seated below him. One by one, the people stood before Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and requested him to make du‘aa for them. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) then made du‘aa for them, until only | remained. | too wished to stand (and ask Rasulullah
[sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam] to make du‘aa for me), but felt too embarrassed and ashamed due to my evil
actions and ways. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then addressed me, saying, ‘O so-and-so! Why do
you not stand and ask me to make du‘aa for you?’ | replied, ‘O Rasul of Allah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! My
shame and embarrassment over my evil deeds prevent me from doing so.” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) then said, ‘If it is shame and embarrassment that prevents you, then stand and ask me for du‘aa.
| shall make du‘aa for you, because you do not speak ill of any Sahaabi of mine.” | therefore stood and
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) made du‘aa for me. When | awoke, | found that Allah had instilled
within me a complete hatred and disgust for all the sins in which | had previously been involved.”

When (Imaam) Ahmad heard this incident, he addressed us saying, “O Ja’far! O so-and-so! Relate this incident
(to others) and preserve it, for it is indeed beneficial (and inspiring).”*

If merely refraining from speaking ill of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) became the means for this sinful
man to receive the du‘aa of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and completely transform his life, then
one can well imagine the disastrous consequences and terrible end awaiting those who have made reviling
the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) their lifelong occupation and an integral part of their religion.

May Allah Ta‘ala protect us all, aameen.
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