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Desire for Jannah

Understanding the Value

When a person understands the value of something, he is motivated to acquire it, and is even prepared to make
sacrifices to achieve his goal. Hence, since we understand the value of the material things of this world, we work
tirelessly to earn them and make various arrangements to protect them.

On the other hand, a child does not understand the value of many things. Therefore, if he has to inherit a
priceless diamond and someone who does not wish well for him offers him a basket-full of toys or a box of sweets
in exchange of this priceless diamond, he will readily and happily part with it. The reason for this is that this child
has understood the value of the toys and sweets, but has not understood the value of the priceless diamond.

Value of Aakhirah

The sad reality is that we have understood the value of perishable material possessions, but have unfortunately
lost sight of the Aakhirah, which is eternal. Hence, we are prepared to make great sacrifices for this world,
sometimes even sacrificing our Deen, but find it difficult to practice on the commands of Allah Ta‘ala, which will
ensure our eternal success in the Aakhirah.

It is for this reason that Allah Ta‘ala repeatedly turns our attention to the Aakhirah and its eternal pleasures.

Business Opportunity
Allah Ta‘ala has offered us a business opportunity in the Quraan Majeed:
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“O you who believe, should | show you a transaction which will save you from a painful punishment? (It is that) you
believe in Allah and His Messenger (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and strive in the path of Allah with your wealth and
your lives. That is best for you, if you knew. He will forgive for you your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which
rivers flow and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence. That is the great success. And (He will give you)
something else, which you love; help from Allah, and victory which is close. And give glad tidings to the believers.”
(Surah Saff v10-13)
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In these verses, Allah Ta‘ala is calling us to a business, but unlike the transactions of this world where the
outcome of profit is wealth, the result of this transaction is Jannah. This is most profitable as it is a means of us
acquiring our goal in life.

A Deal with Allah Ta‘ala
In another verse, a similar message is expressed in different words:
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“Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and the/r wealth in exchange of (a promise) that Jannah
shall be theirs. They fight in the cause of Allah, so they kill and are killed. (It is) a true promise (binding) upon Him in
the Taurah and the Injeel and the Quraan. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? So, rejoice in your transaction
which you have contracted. And that is the great success.” (Surah Taubah vi11)
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True Success

In both these verses, Allah Ta‘ala mentions “that is the great success”, clearly highlighting the fact that material
profits and progress is not true success, as they are bound to perish and come to an end. Rather, it is the ‘profit’
and reward of the Aakhirah which is the real and true success, since it is eternal and will never come to an end.



Keeping Our Objective in Mind

A progressive and successful person is he who always keeps his objective and goal in mind. This makes it easier
for him to overcome all the hurdles and obstacles in his path. Likewise, if a believer — whose goal and objective
of life is Jannah — perpetually keeps his goal in mind, fulfilling the commandments of Allah Ta‘ala will become
very easy for him. He will not have to force himself to wake up for Fajr Salaah, go to the masjid, lower his gaze,
refrain from sin, etc. Rather, he will readily and willingly carry out these actions.

Time and again, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) would turn the attention of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhum) away from this world towards the Hereafter. Therefore, they had their goal and objective before them
and were always prepared to sacrifice their lives and wealth for Allah Ta‘ala and Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam).

We will mention a few incidents of this very deep desire and yearning for Jannah that they possessed:

Rushing Towards His Jannah

During the Battle of Badr, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was initially in his shelter beseeching and
imploring Allah Ta‘ala. After being promised victory, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) emerged from his
shelter and exhorting the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) to fight, he promised,
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“I take an oath in that Being in whose control is the life of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), whoever is slain

today while fighting in the path of Allah, persevering and hoping for reward and advancing, not fleeing from the
battlefield, Allah will admit him into Jannah.”

Further encouraging the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) announced,
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“Set out towards such a Jannah, the width of which is equal to the skies and the earth.”

When Sayyiduna ‘Umair bin Humaam Al-Ansaari (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) heard these enthralling words, he
exclaimed, “Bakh! Bakh! (How excellent!)”. “What makes you say this?” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
asked. He replied, “O Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! By Allah, nothing (makes me say this) except (my)
desire to be among its inhabitants.” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then gave him glad tiding saying, “In
that case, you are from among its inhabitants.”

Sayyiduna ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) then took out some dates from his quiver and began eating it (to gain
strength to fight). However, he thought to himself and remarked, “If | have to live until | eat these dates of mine,

it would indeed be a long life.” He thus flung those dates aside and wielding a sword he hurled himself into the
ranks of the enemy reciting these couplets:
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“I am rushing to Allah without any provisions besides tagwa, actions of the Aakhirah,
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and perseverance in the path of Allah. (Moreover,) every provision will definitely be depleted
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besides taqwa, piety and righteousness.”
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He fought valiantly until he was martyred.!
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The result of his desire for Jannah was that Sayyiduna ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) could not bear waiting any
longer to leave this world and advance to the Hereafter. In retrospect, how often do we think of the Hereafter
and how many times in a day do we ask Allah Ta‘ala to grant us Jannah? Therefore, we should strive to bring
about the desire for Jannah in our lives by strengthening our yageen (conviction). By doing so, Allah Ta‘ala will
also grant us the fervent desire and yearning to enter Jannah, insha Allah.

‘Delays’ and ‘Obstacles’ in Our Life

Although eating is a necessity and therefore completely permissible, Sayyiduna ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) threw
the dates since it would delay him from attaining martyrdom and ultimately meeting Allah Ta‘ala. How often in
our lives do we find that there are not only ‘delays’, but ‘obstacles’ that we have brought about between us and
Allah Ta‘ala, be it sins, the love of this world, etc. The solution is that we need to emulate this great Sahaabi and
“throw away” anything that will disrupt our relationship with Allah Ta‘ala and “run” towards our Jannah.

Dying for Martyrdom

In the second year after hijrah, when the Muslims were setting out to attack the caravan of the Quraish, which
resulted in the Battle of Badr, Sayyiduna Khaithamah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) told his son, Sayyiduna Sa’d
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu), “One of us has to remain behind, so give me preference to come out and you remain behind
with our womenfolk.” However, Sayyiduna Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) (respectfully) refused saying, “Had it been
(regarding) something other than Jannah, | would have given you preference. (But,) | am desirous of gaining
martyrdom in this course of mine (i.e. in joining this expedition).”

Since they both were yearning to participate in the expedition and neither ready to relinquish his right, they
resolved the situation by drawing lots. Allah Ta‘ala willed it such that the name of the son, Sayyiduna Sa’d
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu), came out. He thus left with Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and his dream of
martyrdom came to fruition. He was killed at the hands of either ‘Amr bin ‘Abdi Wudd or Tu‘aimah bin ‘Adiyy.?

On the occasion of the Battle of Uhud, the father, Sayyiduna Khaithamah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) addressed
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) saying, “O Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! | had missed out on the
Battle of Badr whereas | was so desirous of (participating in) it that | (even) drew lots of going out with my son.
However, his name came out and he was (ultimately) granted martyrdom. | had seen him in a dream last night in
an extremely handsome form, moving about through the fruit and rivers of Jannah, saying, ‘Come and join us in
Jannah, for | have found what my Rabb had promised me to be true.” O Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! By
Allah, | am very eager to join him in Jannah, so ask Allah to grant me martyrdom and his (i.e. my son’s)
companionship in Jannah.” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) made du‘aa for him and he was subsequently
martyred in this battle.?

Again, we see that the desire for Jannah was engrained in the heart of each and every Sahaabi. The son,
Sayyiduna Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), possessed the desire for Jannah to such an extent that, although he
respected his father, he was not prepared to forego his right of going out with Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) due to the possibility of attaining martyrdom. Moreover, his father had the same desire and was also
blessed with this high rank shortly thereafter.

Dream Becomes a Reality

When a person has a sincere intention and true desire to do a good action, and thereafter supports it with du‘aa
and the corresponding effort, Allah Ta‘ala assists him and makes his dream a reality — no matter how difficult or
farfetched it may seem. Allah Ta‘ala says in the Quraan Majeed, “Those who strive for Our cause, We will
definitely guide them to Our paths (i.e. make them successful in their endeavours).” (Surah ‘Ankaboot v69) Both
father and son had an unwavering aspiration for martyrdom and took the correct steps in acquiring it; therefore,
Allah Ta‘ala blessed them with this great achievement.
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Limping to Jannah

This desire for Jannah was so deep in the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), that nothing could become an obstacle
for them in its pursuit — not even being physically challenged and handicapped. There was a Sahaabi by the name
of Sayyiduna ‘Amr bin Jamooh (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). This Sahaabi, although severely crippled, did not allow his
handicap to prevent his heartfelt desire to strive in the path of Allah Ta‘ala, and attain Jannah.

Hence, when the announcement to enlist for the expedition of Badr was made, he too eagerly prepared to march
out and fight for the cause of Islam. However, to his utter disappointment, his sons refused to allow him to join
the expedition, as Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had excused him from participating, and they cared for
him and were concerned over his physical disabilities. Although Sayyiduna ‘Amr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) complied, he
resolved that he would definitely join the next expedition and earn his Jannah through martyrdom. He thus
mentioned to his sons, “You prevented me from Jannah on the day of Badr. | take an oath on Allah, if | remain
alive (till the next battle), | will most certainly enter Jannah.”

He did not have long to wait for his wish to be fulfilled. The news soon arrived that the disbelievers of Makkah
Mukarramah had prepared an army and were marching on Madeenah Munawwarah, seeking revenge for their
defeat in Badr. When the news reached Sayyiduna ‘Amr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), he immediately expressed his
determination to enlist and fight but was again held back by his sons. Desperate not to be left behind a second
time, he took his case to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) begging permission to join.

Sayyiduna ‘Amr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) pleading the following, “My sons wish to hold me back from this intention (of
mine) and joining you (on this campaign). By the oath of Allah! It is my hope to limp in Jannah in my crippled
state.” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) heard both sides and then addressed Sayyiduna ‘Amr (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) saying,
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“As for you, Allah has excused you. Jihaad is not incumbent on you.”

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thereafter turned to the sons and said,
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“Why don’t you allow him to go? Perhaps Allah will bless him with martyrdom.”

The sons relented and Sayyiduna ‘Amr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) elatedly began preparations. As he was packing his
armour, his wife heard him making the foIIowing du‘aa,
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“O Allah! Bless me with martyrdom and do not send me back to my family as a failure.”

During the battle, Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) went in search of Sayyiduna ‘Amr bin Jamooh
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) and found that not only was he present on the battlefield but he was bravely fighting in the
first line! Sayyiduna ‘Amr and his son, Sayyiduna Khallaad (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma), later launched an attack
against a group of disbelievers and were both martyred. When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) passed by
his body, he remarked,
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“It is as if | can see you walkmg in Jannah W/th your leg now completely cured.”

When the battle was over, his wife placed his body on a camel together with those of her son and brother and
began proceeding to Madeenah Munawwarah to bury them. To her surprise, the camel would not budge. It
willingly walked in every direction but the direction of Madeenah Munawwarah. This was due to her husband’s
du‘aa, “Oh Allah! Bless me with martyrdom and do not send me back to my family as a failure.”

Allah Ta‘ala had accepted his du‘aa to the extent of not only granting him martyrdom, but even preventing his
body from leaving the battlefield. He was thus buried at Uhud in a grave he shared with his brother-in-law,
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Haraam (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).*
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Sayyiduna ‘Amr bin Jamooh (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) did not allow his disability to hinder or hold him back in his effort
to earn Jannah. He limped and fought — despite it not being compulsory on him — rather than lagging behind
and being deprived of the rewards. How can we then allow petty matters, such as a small headache or even
worse, laziness, to “cripple” us when it is time to stand up to fulfil the commands of Allah Ta‘ala?

Developing the Desire

Because we are consumed by materialism, our condition is unlike these illustrious Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhum). Although we believe in Jannah Alhamdulillah, we do not have the consciousness of Jannah in our minds,
and it is not the main goal and objective that we have before us all the time. Hence, we need to make an effort to
develop this desire for Jannah.

Jannah is Valuable
However, this Jannah is not something cheap, rather it is extremely valuable, as Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) said,
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“Behold! Indeed, the commodity of Allah is precious (and valuable). Behold! Indeed, the commodity of Allah is
Jannah.” (Sunan Tirmizi #2450)

Hence, in order to achieve this valuable and precious Jannah, we will have to sacrifice our impermissible desires
and pleasures, and fulfil all the commands of Allah Ta‘ala.
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