
 

 بامسه تعاىل

Ten Days of Zul Hijjah and Qurbaani 

Ten Days of Zul Hijjah: 

Significance and Virtue: 
The significance of these days and nights can be gauged from the fact that Allah Ta‘ala Himself took an oath 
on them:  
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“I swear by the dawn, and by the Ten Nights.” 
Many Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) and others have explained that these ten nights refer to the first ten 
nights of Zul Hijjah. (Tafseer Ibni Katheer vol. 7, pg. 554) When we take a qasam, the purpose of it is to prove 
our truth, but Allah Ta‘ala does not require to do this. Hence when He takes an oath, it is to show the 
importance of the thing upon which He is taking an oath. Thus the importance of these ten nights can be 
understood from this.  
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has also explained the virtue of these ten days and has encouraged us 
to take full advantage of them: 

ِِ ا ِف ه  ن   مِ  ل  ض  ف  أ   م  ّيَ أ   ِف  ل  م  ع  ا ال  م    :أنه قال   عن النيب  عن ابن عباس ْ ِ ل  و   : او  ال  ق    هذِ   ْ ِ ل  و   :  ال  ق   ؟ اد  ه   ا  ج  ر  خ   ل  ج   َ  َل إِ  ، اد  ه   ا
 ي  ش  بِ  ع  جِ ر  ي    م  ل  ف    هِ الِ م  و   هِ سِ ف  ن   بِ  ر  اطِ ي   

َيصحيح ال  ).   ء   ( 1/132  بخا
“There is no virtuous deed carried out in any day of the year that can be more virtuous than (that virtuous 
deed carried out in) these ten days (of Zul Hijjah)”. The Sahabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) asked, “Not even 

jihaad?” Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) replied, “Not even jihaad, except for the one who endangers 
his life and wealth (in jihaad) and does not return with anything (i.e. the jihaad carried out in the ten days of 

Zul Hijjah is more virtuous than jihaad during the rest of the year except for that mujaahid who gains 
martyrdom). 

The great commentator of Saheeh Bukhaari, Haafiz Ibnu Hajar ‘Asqalaani (rahimahullah) explains: “The reason 
for the excellence of the first ten days of Zul Hijjah is that the main kinds of ‘ibaadat, viz. salaah, fasting, 
charity and hajj, are all carried out in them, and not in the other days of the year.” (Fathul Baari vol. 2, pg. 
585)  
It is for this reason that many scholars are of the opinion that these days and nights are even greater than the 
last ten days and nights of Ramadhaan. However, others opine that the days of Zul Hijjah are greater and the 
nights of Ramadhaan are greater. (Tafseer Ibni Katheer vol. 5, pg. 405) 

Actions: 

1. Fasting:  

 (1/158  رتمذيسنن ال  ).  ي  ع ِدل  ِصي ام  ك لِ  ي وم  ِمنه ا ِبِصي اِم س ن ة   ... : قال   عن النيب عن أيب ِريرة 

 “The fasts of each of these days are equal to the fast of an entire year.” 
Fasting on the day of ‘Arafah holds a special virtue - forgiveness of one past year’s sins and one future year’s 
sins.  

َسول هللا   ( 1/367 صحيح مسلم  . )   ه  د  ع   ب   ِت الَ  ة  ن  السَ و   ه  ل  ب    ق   ِت الَ  ة  ن  السَ  ر  ف ِ ك  أن ي   ى هللاِ ل  ع   ب  سِ ت  أح   ة  ف  ر  ع   مِ و  ي    ام  ي  صِ  :  قال 

2. ‘Ibaadat at Night:  

َِ  ... ي  ع ِدل   ... : قال   عن النيب عن أيب ِريرة  ل ة  ِمن  ه ا بِِقي اِم ل ي  ل ِة الق د   (1/158  رتمذيسنن ال  ).  ِقي ام  ك لِ  ل ي  

 “The worship of each of these nights is equal to the worship of Laylatul Qadr.”  
Imagine being told that if you work on a particular day, you will receive an entire year’s salary! No one will let 
such an opportunity pass by. Instead he will “grab it with both hands”. Here we are afforded the good fortune 
of receiving an entire years fasting for each day that we will fast. To crown it all, we are guaranteed the 
worship of Laylatul Qadr by night, whereas in Ramadhaan we need to search for it.  
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3. Third Kalimah:  

َسول هللا  :قال   عن ابن عباس ثِ  ...  : قال  ِليلِ ف أ ك  ِبيِح و التَ ه  ِميدِ و   ر وا ِفيِهَن ِمن  الَتس  ِبيِ  الَتح  َقم :  جممع الزوائد  )  .  و الَتك 
5990 ) 

“Increasingly recite tasbeeh (subhaanallah), tahleel (laa ilaaha illallah), tahmeed (alhamdulillah), takbeer 
(Allahu akbar) during the first ten days of Zul Hijjah.” 

4. Takbeer:  

َي  . )  اِه ي ِ بِ ك  ت  بِ  اس  النَ  بِ   ك  ي  و   انِ ب ِ ك  ي   رِ ش  ع  ال   مِ ّيَ ال   ِف  قِ و  الس   إل   انِ ج  ر  ي    ة  ر  ي   ر  ِ   و  أب   و   ر  م  ع   ن  اب   ان  ك    ( 132/ 1 صحيح البخا
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar and Abu Hurairah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) would go to the market place during these ten 

days, reciting takbeer, and the people would follow them in reciting. 
Imaam Tahaawi (rahimahullah) says: “Our Mashaayikh were of the opinion that takbeer be recited during the 
ten days.” (Fathul Baari vol. 2, pg. 582)    
Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmaani (hafizahullah) explains: “This takbeer is apart from the takbeer 
tashreeq which is waajib after the fardh salaah. Rather, it is mustahab that during the first ten days of Zul 
Hajjah, takbeer be recited excessively, while walking, standing, sitting, at home and in the market place. It 
seems as though, Allah Ta‘ala desires that His greatness be extoled during these days. It is permissible to 
recite this takbeer softly or aloud. In our era this has been abandoned, whereas this recitation has been 
reported from many Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum). Hence, we should practice on this. (In‘aamul Baari, vol. 
4, pg. 169)  

5. Hair and Nails:  
It is mustahab for those intending qurbaani not to clip their nails nor trim their hair from the beginning of the 
month of Zul Hijjah till their qurbaani animal is slaughtered. 

َضي هللا عنهاعن  َجةِ  : قال   عن النيب أم سلمة  ل  ِذي اْلِ  َِِل  َل  َب  ه  ف ِإذ ا أ ِِ َن ِمن  ش ع رِهِ ،  م ن  ك ان  ل ه  ِذب ح  ي ذ  َِِه  ف َل  َي  خ ذ  و ل  ِمن  أ ظ ف ا
ًئا ح ََّت ي ض حِ ي   ي    ( 2/160  مسلمصحيح   ) .  ش 

“Whoever intends making qurbaani, then he should refrain from cutting his hair and clipping his nails from the 
time the crescent (of Zul Hijjah) is sighted till he completes his qurbaani.” 

Qurbaani: 
One of the greatest actions of these days is the ‘ibaadat of qurbaani.  

Importance:  
The ‘ibaadah of qurbaani is among the sha‘aair (distinguishing features) of Islam. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi 
wasallam) has greatly stressed the performance of qurbaani. Such importance has been accorded to qurbaani 
that a severe warning was sounded to those who shirk in performing it despite having the means.  
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is reported to have said:  

َسول هللا   عن أيب ِريرة  ( 226ص  سنن ابن ماجه  . )   ن  ََل ص  م   نَ ب  ر  ق   ي   َل  ف   ح ِ ض  ي   ل   و   ة  ع  س   ه  ل   ان  ك    ن  م    : قال أن 
“He who has the means to sacrifice an animal but does not do so should not come near our musalla 

(‘Eidgaah)”. 
We can truly appreciate the full impact of this hadeeth if we ponder for a moment what a tremendous 
blessing it was to perform a single salaah behind Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). Here Rasulullah 
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is prohibiting the person who failed to perform qurbaani, despite having the 
means, from performing the ‘Eid salaah behind him. This, then, illustrates the tremendous importance of 
qurbaani in Islam and the reprehensible position of those who ignore this injunction. Hence no true Muslim 
who has the means will ever omit performing the qurbaani.  

Virtues:  
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has mentioned great virtues for making qurbaani as well:   

َسول هللا   ا ه  مِ د  ا و  ه  مِ ح  ل  بِ  اء  ا إِنَه ي   أم  ،  ذ ن ب   ل ِ ك  لِ  ر ةً غ فِ ه ا م  د مِ  ن  مِ  ر  ط  ق  ت    ق ط ر ة   لِ ِِبوَ  ل كِ  ف ِإنَ  كِ ت  ي َ حِ ض  أ   ي  دِ ه  اش  ف   ِمي  و  ق    ّي  ف اِطم ة   :  قال 
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ا ِل  هللاِ  ل  ّي  َ س و  : ق ال  أ ب و سعيد .   افً ع  ضِ  ي   عِ ب  س   كِ انِ ز  ي   مِ  ِف   ض ع  ت  و     ي   مِ لِ ل م س  لِ  أ و   اْل  ي ِ  ن  ا بِِه مِ و  ص  ا خ  م  لِ  ل  ِ  أ   ف ِإنَ ه م   خ اَصةً  ُم  َمد   لِ ِ ذ 
يب الرتغيب و  ) .    ع اَمةً  ي   مِ لِ س  م  ل  لِ و   خ اَصةً  ُم  َمد   لِ ِل  : ق ال   ؟ ع اَمةً   ( 2/154 الرِت

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said to Faatimah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), “O Faatimah! Stand and witness 
your sacrificial animal (being slaughtered), for verily you will receive forgiveness for every sin the moment the 

very first drop of its blood is spilt. Behold! Its flesh and blood will be brought (on the Day of Qiyaamah) and 
placed on your scale, (multiplied) 70 times (in weight).”  

Abu Sa‘eed (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) asked, “O Rasul of Allah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! Is this (virtue) for the 
family of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) alone, for they are indeed worthy of the virtue which is 

bestowed to them alone, or is it for all Muslims in general?” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) replied, 
“For the family of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) especially and for all Muslims in general (as well).”  
For a woman to witness the slaughter of her qurbaani animal is definitely meritorious, as it was the wish of 
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) that his own dear daughter witness her animal being slaughtered. 
However, as meritorious as it may be, this action will NOT gain us the happiness of Allah Ta‘ala and His Rasul 
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) if, in the process, we blatantly trample the laws of deen. How sad if an action 
undertaken to secure the pleasure of Allah Ta‘ala, instead earns us the displeasure of Allah Ta‘ala! It is thus 
absolutely essential that due attention be paid to aspects such as purdah/hijaab, intermingling of sexes, etc. 

َسول هللا عن  َضي هللا عنها أن  ر اِق الَدمِ   : قال عائشة   ِ ِر أ ح َب ِإل  هللِا ِمن  ِإ ، إِنَه  ل ي أ ِت ي  و م  الِقي ام ِة  م ا ع ِمل  آد ِميٌّ ِمن  ع م ل  ي  و م  الَنح 
ا و أ ظ َل ِفه ا  َِِ ع ا ًسا ، َن الَدم  ل ي  ق ع  ِمن  هللِا ِب ك ان  ق  ب ل  أ ن  ي  ق ع  ِمن  ال َ ضِ إ، و   ِبق ر وِِن ا و أ ش   ( 1/275  رتمذيسنن ال  ) .  ف ِطيب وا ِِب ا ن  ف 

 “There is no actions dearer and more beloved to Allah Ta‘ala during the days of qurbaani than the spilling of 
blood (i.e. the sacrificing of animals). Verily it (the sacrificed animal) will come on the Day of Qiyaamah with its 

horns, hair and hooves (to be weighed on the scale of good deeds); and indeed it is accepted by Allah Ta‘ala 
before its blood reaches the ground, therefore sacrifice with a happy heart.” 

When the most beloved act in the sight of Allah Ta‘ala is the spilling of blood (i.e. slaughtering of animals), we 
understand that it is not sufficient to give the value of the animal in cash to the needy. Just as the injunction 
of fasting cannot be fulfilled by performing salaah and vice versa, similarly the order of qurbaani cannot be 
fulfilled by giving charity. Besides this, there were many people who were in dire need even in the time of 
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). However, despite this, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) did not 
give the money to these people. Instead he ordered that the animals be sacrificed and the meat be 
distributed to the poor. 

A Happy Heart:  
The last portion of the above hadeeth speaks about carrying out the qurbaani with a happy heart. Three 
important aspects fall under this: 

1. Personally: As far as possible a person should do the qurbaani personally. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi 
wasallam) instructed his beloved daughter to personally witness it as discussed earlier.  
Many people are accustomed to sending money overseas to have the qurbaani performed on their behalf. If 
this is done to alleviate food shortages as well as to feed the starving people in that place, then it is a noble 
action. However, what could be done is that the (one) waajib qurbaani should be performed personally. 
Besides this any number of nafl (optional) qurbaanis could be performed elsewhere, where the need exists to 
alleviate food shortages. Whilst the qurbaani is absolutely valid even if it is performed elsewhere, the aspect 
to consider is that if the qurbaani is always performed elsewhere, the next generation will become totally 
unaccustomed to the sacrificing of animals on the occasion of ‘Eidul Adha. Hence it is feared that they may 
completely abandon this great ‘ibaadah.  
The most preferable method is that one should choose the animal personally. Thereafter, if possible, the 
animal should be brought to one’s place sometime before the qurbaani and one should tend to it.  
Shaikhul Hind Hazrat Moulana Mahmoodul Hasan Deobandi (rahimahullah) would tend to his qurbaani cow 
for the entire year. He would personally wash and feed the animal. The cow would also become very attached 
to him. When he would leave home to teach at Darul Uloom Deoband, it would follow him right to the 
madrasah gate where it would sit down. When he would return at noon after lessons, it would follow him 
back home. When the days of qurbaani drew near, Hazrat would lessen its normal feed, which was grass and 
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substitute it with bucketfuls of milk and jalebi (sweetmeat). He would also apply mehndi (henna) to it, place 
flowers on its back and beautify it because Allah Ta‘ala commands that one's most beloved wealth should be 
spent in the path of Allah Ta‘ala. Thus, he would begin to love the animal very deeply. After the ‘Eidul Adha 
Salaah, he would sacrifice it and cry a little as well. Then he would immediately purchase another cow for the 
following ‘Eid. (The Deoband ‘Ulama and their Love for Rasulullah [sallallahu alaihi wa sallam] pg. 40). Hazrat 
once kept a cow which he fed the entire year. He would take it to the jungle after ‘Asr and make it run in 
order to make it healthy. It became so healthy that he received offers of 80 rupees, whereas a healthy cow in 
those days cost approximately 10 to 15 rupees. But Hazrat did not accept any offer. (Khutubaate Hakeemul 
Ummat vol. 17, pg. 154). 
Since it was his habit to offer a few qurbaani every year, he desired to do the same while he was imprisoned 
at Malta. Though prisoners are not allowed to slaughter, Hazrat (rahimahullah) nevertheless forwarded the 
request that an animal must be made available to him and that he should be allowed to slaughter it. 
Something which comes out from the heart definitely has its effect. Hence, they were affected and sold him a 
sheep for 7 genies which Hazrat paid very happily. On the 10th of Zul Hijjah, Hazrat offered the qurbaani 
calling out the takbeer in a loud voice in that land of kufr where the sunnat of Ebrahim (‘alaihis salaam) had 
not been carried out since the fall of the Islamic rule. (Hayaate Shaikhul Hind - Akaabire Deoband aur ‘ishke 
Rasul [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam] pg. 32). 

2. Give the Best: The spirit of doing it with a happy heart is that a person gives the best that is within his 
means for the sake of Allah Ta‘ala, without doing it for show. The above incident of Shaikhul Hind 
(rahimahullah) was an example of the same.  
When Sayyiduna Aadam and Hawwa (‘alaihimas salaam) came to live in the world and started having children, 
it so happened that they had twins from every pregnancy, one of the two being a boy, while the other, a girl. 
When the issue of marriage came, since there was no one other than brothers and sisters - and a brother 
cannot be married to his sister - Allah Ta‘ala instructed that the boy born from one set of twins should marry 
the girl born from the other set of twins and vice-versa. But, the girl born with the first boy, Qaabil, was 
beautiful while the girl born with the second boy, Haabil, was unattractive. When the time of marriage came, 
the unattractive girl born with Haabil fell to the lot of Qaabil according to the law. This enraged Qaabil. He 
turned hostile to Haabil and started insisting that the girl born with him should be given to him in marriage. 
Sayyiduna Aadam (‘alaihis salaam) did not accept the demand. However, to remove the division between 
Haabil and Qaabil, he proposed that they should both offer their respective sacrifice for Allah Ta‘ala. Whoever 
has his sacrifice accepted will be the one to have that girl. He was certain that the sacrifice to be accepted will 
be the sacrifice of the one who has the right to marry her, that is, the sacrifice of Haabil. In that era, an open 
sign of a sacrifice being accepted was that a fire would come from the sky and consume the sacrifice; and the 
sacrifice which was not consumed by the fire was the sign of its non-acceptance. Haabil owned a flock of 
sheep and goats. He happily offered the sacrifice of the best and healthiest sheep he possessed. Qaabil was a 
grain farmer. He offered a few poor quality grains as his sacrifice. As was customary with them, a fire came 
from the sky and ate up the sacrifice offered by Haabil while the sacrifice offered by Qaabil remained lying 
where it was, untouched. Qaabil was further enraged and said to his brother: “I will kill you.” Haabil 
responded in a peaceful manner: “Allah Ta‘ala only accepts from those who possess taqwa (Allah 
consciousness).” That is, if you had been conscious of Allah Ta‘ala, practising taqwa and piety, your sacrifice 
too would have been accepted. Since you did not do so, the sacrifice was not accepted. Hence, why blame me 
for it? (Tafseer Ibni Katheer vol. 3, pg. 367 and Ma‘aariful Quraan vol. 3, pg. 112) 
Allah Ta‘ala mentions this incident in the following words:  
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“And recite to them the story of the two sons of Aadam (‘alaihis salaam) correctly, when both of them offered 
a sacrifice, it was accepted from one of them, and was not accepted from the other, he said: ‘I will kill you.’ He 

said: ‘Allah accepts only from the people of taqwa.’ 
Together with understanding the importance of giving the best, we also learn that the manner in which we 
can get our qurbaani accepted in the Divine court is by adopting taqwa. Infact, this taqwa is the actual thing 
which Allah Ta‘ala desires from us.  
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“It is neither their flesh nor their blood that reaches Allah, but what does reach Him is the taqwa (sense of 
obedience) on your part.” 

3. Partaking: The days of qurbaani are days in which the normally meritorious deed of fasting actually 
becomes haraam. This is because they are the days in which Allah Ta‘ala extends an invitation to every single 
believer. Allah Ta‘ala is the most generous of hosts and so serves his guests (us) only the best – the meat of 
the qurbaani animals. When we are invited to somebody’s home, we ensure that we eat at least a little from 
every dish prepared so that the host feels that all the food was eaten and appreciated. On the occasion of the 
farewell hajj, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) sacrificed one hundred camels for qurbaani. He wished to 
honour the invitation of Allah Ta‘ala and also gain the tremendous blessings contained in the meat of the 
animals – but how could he eat from a hundred camels? 
Not wanting to be deprived of the blessings and showing his appreciation to Allah Ta‘ala, he ordered that a 
piece of meat of every one of the hundred camels be placed in a pot and cooked. He thereafter ate from and 
sipped the gravy in the pot (Saheeh Muslim vol. 1, pg. 399). In this way, he secured in just a few morsels, the 
blessings of one hundred camels and also showed Allah Ta‘ala how eager he was to eat of the meal Allah 
Ta‘ala himself had chosen for the occasion. (Sharhun Nawawi)  
Can we ever imagine attending the function of a prominent member of society and taking our own food along 
to the table? If he questions us, could we ever tell him that his food “has a smell” and so we prefer our own 
food? Absolutely never! Allah Ta‘ala deserves more honour than any member of society. Let us eat at least 
some of the qurbaani meat and understand that it is what Allah Ta‘ala himself is feeding us on the days of 
‘Eid.  
 


