
 

 بامسه تعاىل

Exam Time 

Introduction: 
Once again, it is that time of the year wherein the exam fever is in the air. The primary concern of 
learners and their parents is that of the exam. Parents and children alike make every attempt to 
perform, not only their fardh salaah, but even Tahajjud Salaah, give sadaqah, etc. Then, the most 
fervent of du‘aas with utmost humility are made. “O Allah, please help me get an ‘A’.” “O Allah, please, 
at least let me get a good pass.” “O Allah, please save my child from failing.” Together with the above, 
the midnight oil is burnt, much leisure and pleasures are sacrificed and the toiling is tireless so that the 
objective be achieved – passing the school or university exam. Parents and family members alike make 
every attempt to ensure that the student gets a pass, be it in the form of going for tuition, revising study 
guides, etc. 

Reality of this Exam: 
Whilst every learner is certainly encouraged to work within his capabilities and try his best, the reality of 
the success of the exams at school or university should never be forgotten. It is a very minute success as 
compared to other objectives of life with an extremely temporary worldly benefit. In fact, there are 
many cases where a person tirelessly studied for many years on end, only to earn his livelihood from 
different avenues or suddenly pass away without enjoying the fruits of his efforts.    
Nevertheless, there are a few lessons that can be learnt from the exam period, especially in relation to 
the main exam of the Hereafter. 

Exam of the Grave: 
Just as we have concern for our children to correctly answer the questions of the exam, we need to have 
greater concern about us and our children correctly answering the questions of the grave. This is the 
real exam. There is no supplementary exam if anyone fails. It is an exam that will determine the person’s 
condition and life in the grave, and all the stages thereafter.  
When Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) would stand at a grave, he would cry profusely until his 
beard would become drenched. He was asked, “When the mention of Jannah and Jahannam is made, 
you do not (always) cry, yet you cry because of the grave?” His reply was the blessed words of 
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam): 

َر أَوَُّل َمْنزٍِل ِمْن َمَنازِِل اآلِخرَةِ     ، َوِإْن ََلْ يَ ْنُج ِمْنُه َفَما بَ ْعَدُه َأَشدُّ ِمْنهُ  ، فَِإْن ََنَا ِمْنُه َفَما بَ ْعَدُه أَْيَسُر ِمْنهُ  ِإنَّ الَقب ْ
“Indeed, the grave is the first stage from among the stages of the Hereafter. So if one is saved from it, 

then whatever follows will be easier than it. And if one is not saved from it, then whatever follows will be 
worse than it.”1 

Questions: 
During the exam period, learners generally look for some ‘tips’ (clues) from the teachers. For some, it 
would be even better if the paper is leaked. The questions of the exam of the grave have not only been 
leaked, but openly announced. On one occasion, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) mentioned: 

  ِمْن َعَذاِب اْلَقْبِ  للِ ا بِاُذوْ ْسَتِعيْ اِ  
“Seek protection in Allah Ta‘ala from the punishment of the grave.” 

                                                      
إن القب أول منزل  :  قال إن رسول الل :  ؟ فقال تذكر اجلنة والنار فال تبكي وتبكي من هذا:  ، فقيل له إذا وقف على قب بكى حىت يبل حليته  عثمان كان  

 ( 2032:  قمر  2/75 سنن الرتمذي  )  . أشد منه، وإن َل ينج منه فما بعده  ، فإن َنا منه فما بعده أيسر منه من منازل اآلخرة
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Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then mentioned that the inmate of the grave hears the footsteps 
of those who were present as they turn away. At that time the angels, Munkar and Nakeer, appear in 
the grave and make him sit up.  
These angels begin the examination process consisting of ‘only’ three questions. Many would have 
experienced the nervousness before the examiner in a verbal exam. Imagine the examiners being two 
angels and the test determining eternal success or doom. What experience would that be? 
Nevertheless, they ask the first question: 

 َمْن َربَُّك؟
“Who is your Rabb?” 

If the person was a believer, he would reply: 

 اللُ َرِّبيَ 
“My Rabb is Allah Ta‘ala.” 

However, if he was a disbeliever, then his answer would be: 

 ، ََل أَْدرِيْ  َهاْه َهاهْ 
“Alas, alas! I do not know.”  

Then the second question would be asked:  

 ُنَك؟َما ِدي ْ 
“What is your Deen?” 

If the person was a believer, he would answer: 

ْساَلمُ ِديْ   ِِنَ اْْلِ
“My Deen is Islam.” 

And if he was a disbeliever, then he would respond: 

 ، ََل أَْدرِيْ  َهاهْ  َهاهْ 
“Alas, alas! I do not know.” 

Then the final question would be posed: 

 ؟ ُكمْ بُِعَث ِفيْ  َما َهَذا الرَُّجُل الَِّذيْ 
“Who is this man that was sent among you?”  

The believer will respond: 

  اللِ  لُ ُهَو َرُسوْ 
“He is the messenger of Allah Ta‘ala (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).” 

Thereafter, these angels will ask him regarding how he knew these answers. In response he will say, “I 
read the Book of Allah Ta‘ala, believed in it and considered it true.” Afterwards, a proclaimer will 
announce from the sky: “Definitely, My servant has spoken the truth, so spread a bed for him from 
Jannah, clothe him from Jannah and open a door for him towards Jannah.” So he will enjoy from some 
of its breeze and fragrance and his grave will be extended to as far as his eyes can see. May Allah Ta‘ala 
make us from this category, aameen. 
But on the contrary, when the disbeliever will be asked the last question, he will respond: 

 ، ََل أَْدرِي َهاْه َهاهْ 
“Alas, alas! I do not know.” 

Subsequently, a proclaimer will announce from the sky: “He has lied! So spread for him a bed of fire, 
clothe him with fire and open a door for him towards Jahannam.” He will then suffer its heat and its hot 
wind. His grave will be compressed to the extent that his ribs will interlock with one another. Thereafter, 
such an angel will be appointed over him who is blind and deaf. He yields such a hammer, had a 
mountain been struck with it, it would turn into dust. Due to being blind, this angel will not see what the 
outcome of his strike is, nor will he hear the screams of anguish and pain. When the angel strikes the 
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inmate of the grave, such are his screams, that it is heard by all creatures except man and jinn. And after 
being obliterated, his soul returns to his body to suffer the torment again and again. May Allah Ta‘ala 
protect us.2 

The Final Exam: 
Although the exam of the grave is important and serious, it may be likened to a ‘trial exam’ before the 
final exam of the Aakhirah.  
The final matric exam is the culmination of one’s efforts and toiling for twelve years, which may 
determine a student’s future in worldly studies. In a university or college situation, the final exam is the 
difference between qualifying and job-hunting, and spending an extra year studying, in the interim 
‘losing’ a year’s income. However, what about THE final exam of every one of us, which will determine 
our future for eternity.   

Qiyaamah: 
The Quraan Majeed and ahaadeeth are replete with the mentioning of Qiyaamah. In the Quraan 
Majeed, Qiyaamah has been termed as: 

یِۡن  َْوِم الدِ
 ی

“The Day of Requital.” 
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“The day when reckoning shall take place.” 
It is the culmination of not just twelve or sixteen years of one’s life, but every moment and every action. 
It is THE exam. The examiner will be Allah Ta‘ala Himself. The exam hall will be the plains of Qiyaamah.  
Talk of exam stress. The stress and anxiety of that exam will cause some to drown in their own 
perspiration and forget their own families. 
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“The Day when one will flee from his brother, and from his mother and father, and from his wife and 
sons, every one of them will be too engaged in his own affairs to care for others.” 

Failing on that Day will not result in not being accepted in a certain college or university; rather, failing 
there will result in eternal doom and misery. There will be a verbal exam, but not only with our mouths, 
rather with the other limbs of our bodies as well. 
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“Today, We will set a seal on their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their legs will bear 
witness about what they used to do.” 

                                                      
وجلسنا حوله كأن على رؤوسنا  فجلس رسول الل ، وملا يلحد ، فانتهينا إىل القب ، يف جنازة رجل من األنصار  خرجنا مع النيب :  قال  عن الباء بن عازب 2

من :  ن لهفيأتيه ملكان فيجلسانه فيقوَل...  :  مث قال، و ثالثا مرتني أ  استعيذوا بالل من عذاب القب :  فقال ، ويف يده عود ينكت به يف األرض فرفع رأسه، الطري 
وما :  فيقوَلن له،  هو رسول الل :  ؟ فيقول ما هذا الرجل الذي بعث فيكم:  فيقوَلن له، ديِن اْلسالم :  ؟ فيقول ما دينك:  ن لهفيقوَل، رِّب الل :  ؟ فيقول ربك
  وافتحوا له بابا إىل اجلنة، فأفرشوه من اجلنة وألبسوه من اجلنة عبدي ، فينادي مناد من السماء أن قد صدق ، وصدقت  قرأت كتاب الل فآمنت به:  ؟ فيقول علمك
،  أدري هاه هاه َل:  فيقول ؟ من ربك:  ويأتيه ملكان فيجلسانه فيقوَلن له ...وإن العبد الكافر  ...  فيأتيه من روحها وطيبها ويفسح له يف قبه مد بصره :  قال

، فينادي مناد من السماء أن كذب ، هاه هاه َل أدري :  ؟ فيقول ما هذا الرجل الذي بعث فيكم:  فيقوَلن له، هاه هاه َل أدري :  ؟ فيقول ما دينك:  فيقوَلن له
  ( 2701 : رقم  مسند أمحد  )  ... أضالعه فيأتيه حرها ومسومها ويضيق عليه قبه حىت ختتلف فيه، وافتحوا له بابا إىل النار ، فأفرشوا له من النار 
مث يقيض له أعمى أبكم معه مرزبة   :  قال:  زاد يف حديث جرير . وانه ليسمع خفق نعاهلم إذا ولوا مدبرين   ...:   فقال ...:  قال  عن الباء بن عازب

 د سنن أِّب داو  . )   ، مث تعاد فيه الروح ، فيصري ترابا ها ما بني املشرق واملغرب إَل الثقلنيفيضربه هبا ضربة يسمع :  قال  ، لو ضرب هبا جبل لصار ترابا من حديد
 ( 1570: رقم  2/471
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There will be no cheating and carrying of crib notes. The only ‘crib note’ that will help a person is the 
one which has the kalimah written on it. It will weigh more than ninety-nine scrolls of sin.3  
There will be no mistake in the marking. 
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“Then, nobody will be subjected to injustice in the least, and you will not be recompensed but for what 
you used to do.” 

The duration of this exam will not be three or four hours, but will vary according to the person. Some 
will have to spend the time it takes to perform a fardh salaah4, others a thousand years5 and some fifty 
thousand years.6 All depending on the individual’s imaan and aa’maal.  

Study Break: 
We are familiar with students taking a ‘study break’. How often do we take a ‘break’ from our busy lives 
and ‘study’ how much have we done in preparation for the day we will leave this world? 
Qiyaamah seems to be a far off event for us, even though in reality it is close.7 Therefore, we often 
forget regarding it and forget about preparing for it. But the grave is something which is before us. Near 
and dear ones are leaving us all the time. How often have we been to a janaazah thinking about that day 
when we will be enshrouded and lying there? Are we ready to leave the luxuries of comfortable beds, 
leather seats, five course meals for a dwelling which is six-feet-deep and three-feet-wide? There is not a 
day that passes where the grave does not call out in an eloquent voice: 

  َعَلْيهِ  اللُ ، ِإَلَّ َمْن َوسََّعِِن  ، َوبَ ْيُت الضييقِ  ، َوبَ ْيُت الدُّودِ  ، َوبَ ْيُت اْلَوْحَشةِ  ، َوبَ ْيُت اْلُغْربَةِ  بَ ْيُت اْلَوْحَدةِ  ؟ أَََلْ تَ ْعَلْم َأّنيْ  َتِِن َكْيَف َنِسيْ   ! يَا اْبَن آَدمَ  
“O son of Aadam, how have you forgotten me? Do you not know that I am the house of isolation, the 

house of estrangement, the house of loneliness, the house of worms and the house of narrowness; 
except for the person for whom Allah Ta‘ala makes me spacious.”(Tabraani – Majma‘uz Zawaaid #4301)   
Sometimes we see an advert that reads: ‘This car could be yours!’ But have we ever looked at an open 
grave and thought: ‘This grave could be yours!’ 
In order to keep the remembrance of death alive all the time, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) 
encouraged the Ummah to regularly visit the graves. Visiting the graveyard is thus for the purpose of 
remembering one’s death. However, the sad state of affairs is that when we occasionally do end up at 
the graveyard at the time of attending a burial, the opportunity to remember death is wasted in talking 
of worldly matters with friends or being glued to the smartphone. This is actually an opportunity to 
visualise one’s own death and prepare for the day when one will be also laid in the darkness of that 
narrow pit. 

 

                                                      
، فينشر عليه تسعة وتسعني سجال  ، إن الل سيخلص رجال من أميت على رءوس اخلالئق يوم القيامة :  قال رسول الل : قال   بن عمرو بن العاص عبد اللعن  0

بلى إن :  ، فيقول يا رب، َل :  فيقول؟  أفلك عذر:  ، فيقول َل يا رب:  يقول؟  ؟ أظلمك كتبيت احلافظون أتنكر من هذا شيئا:  ، مث يقول كل سجل مثل مد البصر
يا رب ما :  ، فيقول احضر وزنك:  ، فيقول  الل وأشهد أن محمدا عبده ورسولهأشهد أن َل إله إَل:  ، فتخرج بطاقة فيها ، فإنه َل ظلم عليك اليوم لك عندنا حسنة

َل يثقل مع اسم الل و ،  ، فطاشت السجالت وثقلت البطاقة فتوضع السجالت يف كفة والبطاقة يف كفة:  ، قال إنك َل تظلمف:  فقال ؟ هذه البطاقة مع هذه السجالت
 ( 2402 :رقم  2/22  سنن الرتمذي )  .  شيء

، إنه  والذي نفسي بيده :  ؟ فقال رسول الل  ، ما أطول هذا اليوم كان مقداره مخسني ألف سنة يوما:  قيل لرسول الل :  قال عن أِّب سعيد اخلدري  1
 ( 5 5  : رقم  مسند أمحد  . )   ليخفف على املؤمن حىت يكون أخف عليه من صالة مكتوبة يصليها يف الدنيا
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Correct Procedure: 
The procedure which everyone adopts regarding the exams of this world – du‘aas and effort, as 
explained at the beginning, is actually the correct procedure to follow in order to succeed in the exams 
of the Hereafter as well.  
So nobody relies only on the du‘aas saying, “Allah Ta‘ala is the Most Merciful, don’t worry, you will make 
it”. Rather, the correct procedures are also implemented and followed. Similarly, in the exam of the 
Hereafter, we cannot rely on du‘aas and the mere hope of forgiveness, rather, we will have to also 
adopt the necessary procedures – fulfilling the commands of Allah Ta‘ala and abstaining from His 
prohibitions.    

Revision: 
The success in the exams largely depends of the revision that is done. Therefore, an intelligent and wise 
student will regularly revise his work before the exam. In the same manner, when it comes to the exam 
of the Hereafter, revision needs to be done, i.e. regularly taking an account of oneself. Rasulullah 
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said,  

  اللِ ، مُثَّ ََتَّنَّ َعَلى  ، َواْلَعاِجُز َمْن أَتْ َبَع نَ ْفَسُه َهَواَها ، َوَعِمَل ِلَما بَ ْعَد اْلَمْوتِ  اْلَكييُس َمْن َداَن نَ ْفَسهُ  

“The wise man is he who takes an account of himself and works for that which is after death. And the 
helpless (foolish) man is he who follows his own whims and fancies, then indulges in wishful thinking 

about Allah Ta‘ala.” 8    
Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radiyallahu ‘anhu) is reported to have said, “Take an account of yourself before you 
are taken to account (on the Day of Judgement) and prepare yourself for the greatest appearance (in 
the court of Allah Ta‘ala), for verily the giving of an account on the Day of Judgement is lighter for the 
one who took an account of himself in the world.”9  
Many of the pious predecessors would daily take an account of the day’s deeds before going to bed. 
During the day, they noted down all the actions they had performed in that day, the words they had 
spoken and even what they thought about. At night they would bring out their notebook and study the 
actions of the day. Everything recorded therein was thereafter responded to accordingly – if something 
deserved shukr (gratitude), such as having been able to perform any righteous action, or having received 
any good, they expressed shukr. If something demanded repentance and seeking forgiveness, they 
immediately did so. (Risaalatul Mustarshideen, pg. 81)  
While the ideal is to revise over our actions daily, like daily revision of one’s school work, the least is that 
occasionally one revises all aspects of one’s life. The revision should commence with the level of one’s 
imaan. How strong is it? Does it make one jump out of bed and proceed for Fajr Salaah to the masjid? Is 
one’s imaan saving one from all impermissible actions, such as gossip, lying, casting lustful glances, 
engaging in impermissible business transactions, etc.? If the revision reveals that one’s imaan is not 
strong enough to save oneself from sin and disobedience, urgent steps must be taken to strengthen it. 
Imaan is strengthened by associating with the pious, being in the gatherings of Deen and striving in the 
path of Allah Ta‘ala. This must be done before the exam period commences – that is before death. 

Children and Families: 
Likewise, it is incumbent that we prepare our children and families for answering the questions of the 
grave and Qiyaamah as well. 

                                                      

 .هذا حديث حسن : قال   ، والعاجز من أتبع نفسه هواها وَتَّن على الل الكيس من دان نفسه وعمل ملا بعد املوت :  قال عن النيب  عن شداد بن أوس 2 
 ( 2172 :رقم  2/52  الرتمذيسنن  . ) ة قبل أن حياس  يوم القياماس  نفسه يف الدنيا حي: ول يق  من دان نفسه :  ومعَّن قوله: قال 

   .  ، وإمنا خيف احلساب يوم القيامة على من حاس  نفسه يف الدنيا ، وتزينوا للعرض األكب حاسبوا أنفسكم قبل أن حتاسبوا:  قال  ويروى عن عمر بن اخلطاب2 
 ( 2172 :رقم  2/52  الرتمذيسنن  ) 



   

6 | P a g e  
 

We should objectively consider the general condition of the youth – our sons and daughters. What are 
their ambitions and aspirations? Who do they love to imitate – Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) 
and the Sahaabah (radiyallahu ‘anhum), or the disbelieving celebrities? What do they value? What are 
their past-times? How do they spend their weekends? Who are their friends?  
The answers to these questions are well-known. Yet when pointing accusing fingers at our children 
about the path they are treading, the questions to ask ourselves as parents are:  
- How much effort have I made on my sons/daughters to make them upright Muslims?  
- How much time do I dedicate towards talking to them and encouraging them about Deen? 
- How much have I made it my business to know where they are going and what they are doing? 
- Did I take steps to ensure that they do not join the wrong company? 
- Have I created a proper Deeni environment at home which is conducive to bringing up soldiers of Islam 
and which is free from the instruments of Shaitaan?  
- Have I made efforts to engage them in such activities which boost the imaan and generate the 
consciousness of Allah Ta‘ala? 
We need to seriously ask ourselves these questions, since this will be one of the questions that would be 
directed to us in the exam on the Day of Qiyaamah. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has declared, 

  الرَُّجُل رَاٍع يِف أَْهِلِه َوُهَو َمْسُئوٌل َعْن َرِعيَِّتهِ  
 “A man is a shepherd of his family and will be questioned regarding his flock.” (Saheeh Bukhaari vol. 2, 

pg. 122 - #893) 
 

Thus, we should consider whether we have satisfactory answers when we will be questioned on the Day 
of Qiyaamah.  

Conclusion:  
When a person is focused towards an objective or purpose, he is by nature driven from within himself to 
make great sacrifices and undertake hardships to achieve that objective. To the extent that he is 
determined to acquire the said objective, to that extent he will apply and dedicate himself towards the 
desired goal. The burning mid-summer heat or the freezing winter cold does not deter him. He drags 
himself through days of illness and dedicatedly sails through storming times to reach the shore of his 
purpose. This is witnessed very clearly during the exam period. 
Therefore, when we have an objective before us - Jannah insha-Allah, we cannot merely sit back and 
adopt a laid back attitude expecting everything to just work out for us. Rather, we need to do everything 
within our volition to ensure we accomplish what we set out to achieve, placing our trust solely on Allah 
Ta‘ala. 


