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Avoiding Places of Vice 

Lessons from Ashaabul Kahf 

Mad Season:   

The end of the year is known as the ‘mad season’. It is a time when the worse types of vice are committed, even 

by people that normally do not get involved.  

In Surah Kahf, Allah Ta‘ala discusses the detailed incident of Ashaabul Kahf – a group of youth who fled to a cave 

to save their imaan and after sleeping for approximately 300 years, awoke in the exact same condition they had 

went to sleep in.  

This incident is full of lessons and solutions which we need to adopt in order to save ourselves from evil and vice, 

especially during this time of the year.  

(NB: The details of the incident mentioned below have been recorded by Haafiz Ibnu Katheer [rahimahullah].) 

Youth – The Time to Change: 

Generally, this part of the year is most challenging for the youth and they feel it extremely difficult to resist. 

However, while introducing the Ashaabul Kahf, Allah Ta‘ala says: 

ْ ا�  ن�ۡو ٰا   ةٌ  ف�ْتي� ن���� ْ م� ب���� ْدنٰ ا ب�ر� ز� ْ  و�  	ًدي ه� ��
“They were young men who believed in their Rabb and We gave them more guidance.” 

Allah Ta‘ala specifically mentions that they were youth that had broken away from the wrong practices of their 

people and dedicated themselves to Him.  

The reason for this is to highlight the fact that youth are very receptive. People who are older tend to be set in 

their ways and are thus obstinate and unwilling to accept the truth. The youth should therefore change their ways 

and come onto Deen while they are young and should not beguile themselves into thinking that it will be easier to 

change when they are older. 

Parents and elders should support and encourage these youth to change their lives and come onto Deen. The 

responsibility of the parents increase during the holiday season, as they need to keep them occupied in 

permissible activities and be more watchful over them.   

Leaving the Wrong Environment: 

These youth lived after the era of Sayyiduna ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) and were ruled by a tyrannical king named 

Daqyaanoos. The king had forced the people under his rule to worship idols and they would have festivals and 

even slaughter animals in the name of their idols. 

On the occasion of one of their festivals, Allah Ta‘ala instilled hidaayah into the hearts of the youth, allowing them 

to see the senselessness and absurdity of idol worship and that Allah Ta‘ala is the only Being worthy of being 

worshipped. They thus, one by one, began leaving the festival and the first to leave came to a tree and sat 

beneath it.  

This is perhaps the most important lesson; that a person must distance himself from places, people and 

influences of vice. He cannot stay in the wrong environment and expect to remain unaffected. 

Sayyiduna Ebrahim (‘alaihis salaam) very clearly distanced himself from the wrongs of his people and Allah Ta‘ala 

exhorts us to follow his example.  

ان�ْت ل�ك�مْ  ةٌ ا�   ق�ْد ك� ةٌ   ْسو� ن� س� ۤ   ح� ۡ يۡ  م� و� يۡ ه� بْٰر ا�  يف� � � ع�هٗ ا+� �ۡو  ْذ 01 ا�  ن� م� ْ ق�ال �� ْوم� �ا ب�ر� ا�   ا ل�ق� اء4 ن� نۡ  ؤ� ْم و� م� ۡو  ك� ا ت�ْعب�د� � م� نۡ م� ْم و�  ن� اهللا� د�ۡو  ن� م� ْرن�ا ب�ك� ف� ا ب�يۡ  1= ك� ا و� ب�د� ن�  ن�
ة�  ن�ك�م� ب�يۡ  او� آ و�  الْع�د� �Aٰ ا�   ء� الْب�ْغض� ن�ۡو ب�ًدا ح� ٗهۤ  ا ب�اهللا�  ت�ْؤم� ْحد�  و�

“Indeed, there is an excellent example for you in Ebrahim (‘alaihis salaam) and those with him, when they said to 

their people, ‘We disown you and what you worship instead of Allah. We disbelieve in you. Enmity and hatred has 

arisen between us and you forever, unless you believe in Allah alone’.” 

This aspect is extremely relevant during this time of the year when fairs, festivals, parties and other occasions of 

sin are so common. During this period, most beaches are also places of absolute fitnah where, besides other evils, 

nudity is the norm. It is indeed extremely sad to notice many Muslims joining the disbelievers in their activities. 
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There are those who remain as spectators and others actively participate. However, even spectating and passively 

participating is serious:  

‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was once invited to a waleemah function. When he was about to 

enter, he heard some impermissible activity taking place, hence he returned immediately. When he was 

questioned about the reason for his return, he explained: I heard Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) saying:  

D  َمْ هِ لِ مَ عَ  ا ِيفْ كً يْ رِ شَ  انَ كَ   مٍ وْ قَـ  لَ مَ عَ  يَ ضِ رَ  نْ مَ ، وَ  مْ هُ نْـ مِ  وَ هُ فَـ  مٍ وْ قَـ  ادَ وَ سَ  رَ ثـَّ كَ   نْ م C  
“Whosoever adds to the numbers of a people, will be counted from among them, and the one who is pleased with 

the wrong of a people, will be a partner in their actions.”
1
 

Good Company: 

When these youth left the festival and were all seated together, they remained silent as each of them did not 

know the reason for the others leaving the festival. They did not dare mention their reason for leaving in case one 

of their group went to the king and revealed that they had shunned idol worship. Eventually, one of them stood 

and addressed them saying, “There has to be a reason for all of you to have left the festival. Each of us should 

state the reason why we left.” At his urging, one of them spoke and declared, “By Allah! I have seen the religion of 

my people and realized that it is false. Only Allah Ta‘ala is worthy of worship. He has created the heavens, the 

earth and all that is between them.” On hearing his profession of imaan, the other youth also expressed their 

imaan and they thus united as brothers of the truth.  

Another extremely important factor to assist a person in staying away from wrong, is for him to adopt good 

company, as it will motivate him towards righteousness. Similarly, joining bad company is extremely disastrous 

and incites a person towards the worst of sins.  

Importance of the Musjid: 

As soon as the youth united, they resolved to arrange a place where they could congregate and worship Allah 

Ta‘ala.  

This shows the extreme importance of the musjid – more so when we are surrounded by the forces of falsehood 

and our very imaan is at risk. Frequenting the musjid has a very powerful impact in keeping us and our children 

aligned to Deen.  

Courage:  

The people, however, soon noticed them worshipping Allah Ta‘ala and reported them to the king. The king, on 

receiving the report, summoned the youth and began to interrogate them. They fearlessly spoke the truth not 

only professing their imaan but also inviting the king to bring imaan in Allah Ta‘ala.  

 � Dٰ  و� ب�ْطن�ا ع� ْ  ق�ل�ۡو ر� ال�ۡو ْذ ق�ام�ۡو  ا� ب��� ٰم ا ف�ق� � � الس� ب� �ن�ا ر� ب� و�  ْرض� ل�ۡن اْال�  ت� و� ٰو ا ر� نۡ  ا۠ ن��ْدع� ٖهۤ د�ۡو  م� ٰ ا�   ن� � هً ـل اۤ ا ل� ْد ق�ْلن� ًطاا�  ق� ط�   ذًا ش�

“We made their hearts firm when they stood up and said, ‘Our Rabb is the Rabb of the heavens and the earth. We 

shall never invoke any god other than Him, otherwise we would be saying something far from the truth’.” 

Many a times, the thing that holds a person back from abandoning his wrong ways and adopting the path of 

righteousness is the fear of the challenges that he may possibly face. However, here we learn that when a person 

sincerely wishes to change his life and tread the straight path, Allah Ta‘ala gives him the strength and courage to 

face the most fearsome of challenges that may come in his path. Thus, our job is to take the initiative, to pluck up 

the courage and take the first step. When we have done this, Allah Ta‘ala will do the rest. This has been explained 

in the following hadeeth qudsi: 

D  رًا تـََقرَّْبُت إِلَْيِه ِذرَاًعا ُتُه َهْرَوَلةً ، ِذرَاًعا تـََقرَّْبُت ِمْنُه 6ًَعا َيلَّ إِ َذا تـََقرََّب َوإِ ، ِإَذا تـََقرََّب اْلَعْبُد ِإَيلَّ ِشبـْ   .  C َوِإَذا أََ=ِين َمْشًيا أَتـَيـْ
 )D صحيح البخاري C ٢/١١٢٥ (  

“Whoever comes close to Me by a hand-span, I come close to him by an arm-span. Whoever approaches Me by an 

arm-span, I approach him by two arm spans. If he comes to me walking, I come to him running.”  

 

                                                           

 � إىل وليمة ، فلما جاء ليدخل مسع هلوا فلم يدخل ، فقال : ما لك رجعت ؟ قال : إين مسعت رسول هللا � أن رجال دعا عبد هللا بن مسعود عن عمرو بن احلارث١ 
 ) ٤/١٣٥ Cإحتاف اخلرية املهرة  Dرواه أبو يعلى . (  C من كثر سواد قوم فهو منهم ، ومن رضي عمل قوم كان شريكا يف عملهم D يقول :
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Escaping to the Cave:  

The king threatened them with various punishments if they did not forsake their new religion. After threatening 

and trying to scare them, he decided to give them a period of respite in which they could ponder over their 

predicament, after which he expected them to “come to their senses”. The youth decided to take advantage of 

the respite to flee the city and seek refuge in a nearby cave in order to escape the clutches of the king. 

ۡو ا�  و�  لْت�م� ا ي� ه� ذ� اْعت�ز� م� ۡو ْم و� � اهللا� ا�  ن� ْعب�د� هۡ ا ا� ٗوۤ  ف�اۡ   ال� ۡ ف� ي� �S الْك� U ْم ْر ل�ك� ب��ك�مۡ ش� نۡ  ر� حۡ  م�� مۡ ي�� ه� ي� و�  هٖ ت� م� ر�� ْن ا�  ْئ ل�ك� �Xمۡ م�� ْرف�ًقا ْمر�   م��

“When you have turned away from them, and those whom they worship, except Allah, then seek refuge in the 

cave, and your Rabb will extend His mercy for you, and provide you ease in your matters.” 

This further explains the aspect of physically distancing oneself from evil. Haafiz Ibnu Katheer (rahimahullah) 

comments that it was not sufficient for them to separate themselves from their people in belief alone; rather they 

had to physically separate from them as well and they thus fled to the cave. 

Neither are our lives threatened nor are we oppressed for practicing our Deen. Hence we will not be required to 

flee to a cave. However, it remains necessary for us to distance ourselves from people, places, functions, 

gatherings, etc. where any form of evil and the disobedience of Allah Ta‘ala exists.  

Du‘aa:  

When the youth left, they made du‘aa to Allah Ta‘ala: 

 ۤ ا �ن� ب� نۡ ٰا  ر� �نۡ  ت�ن�ا م� � �Y ًة ْحم� �   ك� ر� ْن ا� ي�� ه� و� ًداْئ ل�ن�ا م� ش� ن�ا ر�  ْمر�
“Our Rabb, bless us with mercy from Your side and provide us with guidance in our matters.” 

Hence, in the times and periods of trials and vice, together with adopting the correct, necessary procedures to 

preserve our Deen and bring us closer to Allah Ta‘ala, we should daily make du‘aa for Allah Ta‘ala to guide us all 

and make us successful in changing our lives. 

Divine Arrangements:  

Soon after, Allah Ta‘ala caused the youth to fall into a slumber that lasted for 300 years. Allah Ta‘ala arranged for 

them to be untouched by the passing of time, unaffected by the abnormally long slumber and safe from any 

people or creatures who could possibly interfere with them. As such, their eyes remained open while they slept, 

their bodies would turn (so that they would not contract bed sores etc.), the direct rays of the sun would not hit 

them, a divine awe had covered them and their hunting dog (which is permissible to keep) was overtaken by their 

unique slumber while crouching at the entrance to the cave, thus serving as a guard at the entrance, deterring 

anybody who would think of entering.  

 [D بْن�ا ع� ر� ْ  ٰا ف�ض� هۡ ذ�ان��� ۡني�  يف� الْك� ن� دًا ف� س� د�  ع�

“So, We sealed up their hearing (putting them to sleep) in the cave for a number of years.” 

ْمس� ا�  ي الش�� ت�ر� ل�ع�ۡت و� �ٰز  ذ�ا ط� نۡ ت� ر� ع� ْ ك�هۡ  و� �� ب�ۡت ا�   و� ۡني� م�  ذ�ات� الْي� ف� ر� ْ  ذ�ا غ� �� ض� ال� و� ت��ْقر� م� � ۡ ه�   ذ�ات� الش� ةٍ  ْم يف� ْنه�  ف�ْجو�  م��
“You would see the sun, when it rose, turning away from their cave towards the right; and when it set, it bypassed 

them towards the left, and they were (lying) in an open area of it.” 

ْ  و�  ب��� � يۡ  ا� ت�ْحس� اًظا و� ق�ۡو ه�  ق� �  f دٌ ْم ر� ْ  و� ب��� ل�� ال�   و� ۡني� م� ذ�ات� الْي�  ن�ق� م� � ۡ  f ذ�ات� الش� ْلب��� ك� يۡ  و� اع� ٌط ذ�ر� يۡ  ه� ب�اس� ص� ل�يۡ  i1 د� ب�الْو� ل�ْعت� ع� � اط� ْ ل�و� ل��يۡ �� ْ  ل�و� ْن�� اًرا و�� ت� م�   ف�ر�
 ْ ْن�� ْئت� م� ل� ْعًبال�م�    ر�

“And you would think they were awake while they were asleep. We turned them on their sides, right and left. And 

their dog had its forelegs stretched out on the doorstep. If you had to look at them, you would have fled away 

from them and would have been filled with awe of them.” 

Leaving their people and the luxuries that they enjoyed was no small sacrifice or easy task. Allah Ta‘ala thus made 

unique arrangements for their comfort and protection. We therefore learn that when a person leaves out some 

wrong for Allah Ta‘ala’s sake, He will keep him comfortable and make special arrangements for him.     

Waking up from the Sleep:  

Three hundred years later, the people of the city had become Muslims and were living under the rule of a pious, 

upright king. The people, however, were in doubt regarding the manner in which Allah Ta‘ala would resurrect 

people on the Day of Qiyaamah. Some of the people began to say that on the Day of Qiyaamah, only the soul will 

be present as Allah Ta‘ala will not resurrect the body, whereas a Muslim’s belief is that the body will also be 
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present as Allah Ta‘ala will resurrect it. The king was perturbed and worried and could not think of a way by which 

he could convincingly clarify the matter and clear the people’s minds once and for all. He therefore went into his 

home and engaged in abundant du‘aa, begging Allah Ta‘ala to grant them a solution to this problem. Allah Ta‘ala 

accepted his du‘aa and caused the youth in the cave to awake from their 300 year long slumber. 

ٰذ  ك� ل�يۡ ل�ك� ا� و� ْرن�ا ع� ْ ْعث� ۡوۤ  ل�ي� �� ْعد� اهللا� ا ا� ْعل�م� � و� �  ن� ٌ و�
ق� ة� ا�  ح� اع� � الس�� يۡ   ن�  اه� ف�يۡ ب� ال� ر�

“And in this way, We made them known to the people (of the city), so that they realize that Allah Ta‘ala’s promise 

is true, and that there is no doubt about the Hour (the Day of Resurrection).” 

The youth had fallen asleep in the early morning and when they awoke, it was towards the end of the day. On 

awaking, they began to ask one another how long they had slept for. One of the youth replied that they had slept 

for a day but then corrected himself by saying that they had actually slept for only part of a day. They then 

realized that the duration of their slumber was irrelevant as what they actually needed was food. 

Halaal Food:  

Most of the animals of the city from which the youth had fled were slaughtered in the names of idols. Due to this 

practice, most of the meat in the market was haraam. Hence when they sent their companion to purchase food, 

they urged him to ensure that he brought food which was absolutely halaal.  

ك�مۡ ا ا� ف�ابْع�ث�ۡوۤ  د� ْم ٰه  ح� ق�ك� ر� ۤ ب�و� ٖه يۡ ا�   ذ� د� ْر ا� نۡ ف�ْلي�  ن�ة� �S الْم� � ظ� ۤ ه� ي� اًما ف�ْلي� ْزكٰ ا�   ا ع� ْنه�  ت�ك�مۡ اۡ ي ط� ْزٍق م��  ب�ر�

“So, send one of you with this silver (coin) of yours to the city and let him look around which food are the purest 

and let him bring you some food from there.” 

Mufti Muhammad Shafee’ (rahimahullah) mentions that if a person is living in a place where there is an 

abundance of haraam food, it will be necessary for him to investigate before eating. (Ma‘aariful Quraan vol. 5, pg. 

572)  

This is also extremely relevant during this period, as many people eat out of their homes at this time of the year. 

Hence we cannot be complacent and feel that “being a Muslim country” or other such factors are sufficient as a 

mark of halaal assurance.   

Return:  

The youth took the money and set off for the city. As he approached the city, he was astonished to find that the 

city now looked totally different. He approached a food vendor and handed him some of the money he had 

carried to purchase food. When the vendor saw the coins, he did not recognize the imprint stamped into them 

and thus thought that the youth had discovered a buried treasure. The vendor quickly called other shop owners 

and they began to question the youth as to where he had found the coins. He exclaimed that they were the coins 

that he had carried with him from the previous day and he also mentioned the king, Daqyaanoos. When the 

people heard this, they thought him to be mad and took him to the king. 

When the youth arrived before the king, he related the entire incident to the king who praised Allah Ta‘ala and 

realized that Allah Ta‘ala had sent these youth so that the corrupt belief of the people could be corrected. When 

the people would see that Allah Ta‘ala had, through His infinite power, caused the youth to awake from a 300 

year long slumber with their bodies untouched by time, they would understand that Allah Ta‘ala is similarly 

capable of resurrecting the body on the Day of Qiyaamah. The king then set out for the cave with the youth and a 

group of people from the city. After some time, the entire group of youth emerged from the cave and met the 

king who honoured them greatly. The youth thereafter asked the king for permission to re-enter the cave. After 

they re-entered and lay in their places, Allah Ta‘ala caused them to pass away.  


